Board of Selectman
January 19, 2012

THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY BOARD OF SELECTMEN

The Board of Selectmen held a special meeting Thursday, January 19, 2012 in the Council Chamber of the
Municipal Center, 3 Primrose Street, Newtown. First Selectman Llodra called the meeting to order at
7:32pm.

PRESENT: First Selectman Llodra, Selectman William F.L. Rodgers, Selectman James Gaston, Sr.

ALSO PRESENT: Finance Director Robert Tait, Hook & Ladder members Rob Manna and Rick Camejo,
twenty members of the public and three members of the press.

VOTER PARTICIPATION: Virginia Jess, Appleblossom Lane was present on behalf of the Board of
the Canine Advocates of Newtown and said that CAN will push for the most restrictive policy. She asked
that the consulting group evaluating the situation always include a licensed veterinarian when determining
the fate of an animal. CAN asked that the First Selectman’s office retain supervisory powers over the
animal control facility and that an independent, non-town related third party member be on the committee.
She questioned what criteria would be used to find a qualified behaviorist and trainer and how will it be
funded.

Jackie zVon, 4 Rockywood Drive, SH is a member of CAN and a volunteer dog walker at the dog pound
and she does not agree with the policy and believes every option must be exhausted first before euthanizing
adog. Gene Rosen, Newtown wants to understand the thinking of the First Selectman and remains
quizzical about what has happened to create the need for a policy. First Selectman Llodra stated the
practice right now is being reduced to writing; new practices are not being created and a kill facility is not
being created. A written policy will be specific and clear enough to provide accountability for every
decision relative to the survival, or not, of an animal. Behavior modification language is not an unusual,
unrealistic or unreasonable part of a policy. We are at greater risk without a policy. Selectman Rodgers
said there have been liability issues for other municipalities when action was taken without a written policy
to support the action. He suggested everyone look at the language of the policy; it is an attempt to ratify the
existing practices, not change them. Dr. Michele McLeod, Still Hill Road, said she was at the last board
meeting when First Selectman Llodra stated the policy wasn’t an effort to change current practices. She
appreciates the board working with the people. Dr. Marjorie Cramer, 38 Huntingtown Road read the
Conservation Commission’s unanimously approved position paper on recommendations on the Tick Borne
Diseases Action Committee report (Att. A). Mary Wilson, Whipporwill Hill said she has done some work
with the state and will be meeting with conservation commission in Ridgefield on this topic. The hope is to
get a regional coalition of conservation commission members with the first focus to be the nurseries and
barberry. Dr. Michele McLeod suggested promoting nursery’s that do not sell invasives; this would send a
positive message. Lynn Printy, Boggs Hill Road asked if it made scientific sense for the town to work
with the DEEP to reduce the deer population in our town to eliminate deer disease. There are many ways
residents can be accountable to alleviate Lymes Disease. It’s scientifically proven that four poster units
work effectively by reducing the tick population by 98% in a short period of time. First Selectman Llodra
said the next steps have not yet been decided upon. The DEEP has offered to work with Newtown to
develop a template of strategies that the town can use to help address the problem; the objective being to
reduce the incidence of tick borne disease. The major effort has to be in education.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: Selectman Rodgers moved to accept the minutes of the regular
meeting of December 19, 2011. Selectman Gaston seconded. All in favor.

COMMUNICATIONS: First Selectman Llodra informed the board that ge RQ i i
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of taxes process has been complete. A letter of resignation from John Reed of the Fairfield Hills Authority
was received effective January 19. A letter complimenting the Building Department was received from
JMD Development Partners, LLC (Att. B). A letter from Dr. Boily was sent to the First Selectman
questioning how logical the DEEP proposal regarding deer and tick borne diseases is.

FINANCE DIRECTOR REPORT: none.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Discussion and possible action:

1. Implementation Plan — Plan of Conservation and Development: item to be carried.

2. Tick Borne Disease Action Committee — next steps: item to be carried.

3. Policy & Procedure: Impounded Animal Euthanasia: item to be carried and will likely be acted on
by March. (see voter participation)

NEW BUSINESS:

Discussion and possible action:

1. Hook & Ladder facility presentation: Rob Manna, 100 Glen Road, SH, a firefighter for twenty years
and the Chief Engineer for Hook & Ladder was present to discuss a concept drawing to construct a new fire
house on the Edmond Town Hall property. He and Rick Camejo, | Patricia Lane, President of Hook &
Ladder, were seeking approval from the Selectman prior to moving forward with spending money on
professional service and engaging the land use process. Mr. Manna explained the concept drawing stating
that the new building will be constructed in the lower lot and the old building will be demolished, creating
new parking spaces where the old building stood. There will be a clearly defined entrance and exit.
Current parking is not clearly defined; this conceptual plan would decrease parking by approximately
twenty to twenty four spaces but engineers will be better able to figure parking. Mr. Manna said the plan is
more financially achievable at this site. There may be a grant opportunity in Phase II. First Selectman
Llodra suggested the leasing document be done in conjunction with H&L finding more out about the costs
and going through the permitting process to advance their concept. Selectman Gaston wants an idea of
design, size, cost and possible wetland issues and said that, in his opinion, a land lease can be worked out.
Selectman Rodgers said a big selling point is improving the safety of the upper parking lot. First Selectman
Llodra noted the lease has to have some language to protect the town investment of $1,500,000.
Presentations will need to be made to the Board of Finance and the Legislative Council. First Selectman
Llodra said there is no intention to derail this project but voiced concern over the hurdle of getting the
money for the necessary site work to do the project. Conceptually, there is nothing that discourages the
project; it is an existing use and an allowable use. The board wished Hook & Ladder luck and encouraged
them to move forward. Selectman Rodgers noted grant potential for the parking lot if combined with the
Edmond Town Hall Board of Managers and encouraged Mr. Manna and Mr. Camejo to work with them.
He also suggested a community presentation by Hook & Ladder. Mr. Cragin and Mr. Burton voiced their
concern about the process.

2. Appointments/Reappointments: Selectman Rodgers moved the re-appointments as noted in Att. C.
Selectman Gaston seconded. All in favor. Selectman Rodgers moved the appointment of Joseph
DiCandido, 4 Whitewood Road, to the Pension Committee for a term to expire 1/6/14. Selectman Gaston
seconded. Selectman Gaston moved the appointments of Linda Dixon, 14 Joan Drive and James Stringer,
29 Rock Ridge Road, to the Board of Ethics with terms to expire 1/6/14. Selectman Rodgers seconded. All
in favor. The Parks & Recreation vacancy was not filled as it was not publicly noticed.

3. Driveway Bond Release: Selectman Gaston moved the driveway bond releases as noted in Att. D.
Selectman Rodgers seconded. All in favor.

4. Driveway Bond Extension: Selectman Rodgers moved the six month driveway bond extension for
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Ray Corbo, 27 The Old Road, M19, B6, L8.1B. Selectman Gaston seconded. All in favor.

5. Maintenance Bond Release, Road & Drainage Work Agreement, Cold Spring Road “Plaza
South”: Selectman Rodgers moved the Maintenance Bond Release, Road & Drainage Work Agreement,
Cold Spring Road “Plaza South” in the amount of $6,200.00. Selectman Gaston seconded. All in favor.
6. Road Work Acceptance, Road & Drainage Work Agreement:

Hundred Acres Rd. & Dug Hill Rd., “Foxview Farm Estates” Subdivision: no action taken.

7. Road Acceptance, Holmes Farm Rd., “Foxview Farm Estates” Subdivision: no action taken.

8. Tax Refunds: Selectman Rodgers moved the January 2012 Tax Refunds, refund No. 9, 2011-2012 in
the amount 0f $6,441.08. Selectman Gaston seconded. All in favor.

9. Town of Newtown 2012-2013 Budget: First Selectman Llodra and Mr. Tait presented the 2012-2013
budget which represents an increase of 1.97% (Att. E). Selectman Rodgers suggested the phrase
“Enhancing our public image” be changed to “Educating the public to our services”. He also asked for a
dollar amount of contractual commitments on the budget drivers page.

Selectman Gaston moved the Selectmen budget bottom line of $329.358. Selectman Rodgers seconded.
All in favor.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Selectman — Other budget bottom line of $237.975. Selectman Gaston
seconded. All in favor.

Selectman Gaston moved the Human Resources budget bottom line of $111.902. Selectman Rodgers
seconded. All in favor.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Tax Collector budget bottom line of $309.105. Selectman Gaston seconded.
All'in favor. The tax area (Collector & Assessor) has had an overall decrease of two people over the past
two budget cycles.

Selectman Gaston moved the Probate Court budget bottom line of $6.860. Selectman Rodgers seconded.
All in favor.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Town Clerk budget bottom line of $289.490. Selectman Gaston seconded.
All in favor.

Selectman Gaston moved the Registrars budget bottom line of $125.285. Selectman Rodgers seconded.
All in favor.

Selectman Gaston moved the Assessor budget bottom line of $236.347. Selectman Rodgers seconded. All
in favor,

Selectman Rodgers moved the Finance budget bottom line 0f $473,178. Selectman Gaston seconded. All
in favor.

Selectman Gaston moved the Technology Department budget bottom line 0f $455.927. Selectman Rodgers
seconded. Allin favor. The fiber request is part of the initiative to build our own capacity in the use of
fiber in our networks and not be so reliant on the services of an outside vendor. The virtual server cluster
initiative is a way to use existing hardware to get more virtual space and serve larger functions.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Unemployment budget bottom line of $15,000. Selectman Gaston seconded.
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All in favor. Mr. Tait explained that the Unemployment budget is decreased from last year because he
moved FICA from Unemployment to the individual departments.

There was no action taken on the Pension budget as the Board of Selectman proposed budget is zero.

Mr. Gaston moved the OPEB Contribution budget bottom line of $162,033. Selectman Rodgers seconded.
All in favor.,

Selectman Rodgers moved the Insurance budget bottom line of $974.911. Selectman Gaston seconded. All
in favor.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Professional Organizations budget bottom line of $36,454. Selectman
Gaston seconded. All in favor.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Legislative Council budget bottom line of $44,500. Selectman Gaston
seconded. All in favor.,

Selectman Gaston moved the District Contributions budget bottom line of $4.500. Selectman Rodgers
seconded. All in favor.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Economic & Community Development budget bottom line of $141,103.
Selectman Gaston seconded. All in favor. First Selectman Llodra said the economic development strategic
plan cannot be executed without more resources. The additional money will allow contracting out some
research and marketing that needs to be done to achieve the strategic plan.

Selectman Gaston moved the Sustainable Energy Commission budget bottom line of $5.000. Selectman
Rodgers seconded. All in favor.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Fairfield Hills Authority budget bottom line of $64,007. Selectman Gaston

seconded. All in favor. The security contract has moved under the police department; landscaping has
moved under Parks & Recreation.

Selectman Gaston moved the Social Services budget bottom line of $137.773. Selectman Rodgers
seconded. Allin favor. The clerk position is increased from four days a week to five days a week six
months a year (Oct. — March)

Selectman Rodgers moved the Senior Services budget bottom line of $331.311. Selectman Gaston
seconded.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Health District budget bottom line of $386.500. Selectman Gaston
seconded. All in favor.

Selectman Gaston moved the Newtown Youth & F amily Services budget bottom line of $296.977.
Selectman Rodgers seconded. All in favor.

Selectman Gaston moved the Contribution to Outside Agencies budget bottom line of $92.537. Selectman
Rodgers seconded. All in favor.
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Selectman Gaston moved the Children’s Adventure Center budeet bottom line of $149.808. Selectman
Rodgers seconded. All in favor. Selectman Gaston suggested having a consistent policy as to how much
outside agencies contribute to town for medical insurance.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Newtown Cultural Arts budget bottom line of $2,000. Selectman Gaston
seconded. All in favor.

Selectman Gaston moved the Newtown Parade Committee budget bottom line of $1,500. Selectman
Rodgers seconded. All in favor.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Land Use Department budget bottom line of $586.320. Selectman Gaston
seconded. All in favor.

Selectman Gaston moved the Northwest Conservation District budget bottom line of $1.040. Selectman
Rodgers seconded. All in favor. Next year this item will be included in the Land Use budget.

Selectman Gaston moved the Contingency budget bottom line of $350,000. Selectman Rodgers seconded.
All in favor.

Selectman Gaston moved the Debt Service budget bottom line of $10,223,931. Selectman Rodgers
seconded. Allin favor. During February we will know for sure what the debt service amount will be; this
proposed amount should be very close.

Selectman Rodgers moved the Reserve for Capital Non Recurring budget bottom line of $250.000 with the

intention of earmarking $25.000 for the vehicle acquisition plan. Selectman Gaston seconded. All in favor.

Selectman Gaston moved the Town Hall Board of Managers budeet bottom line of $209,404. Selectman
Rodgers seconded. All in favor. First Selectman Llodra noted the Edmond Town Hall Board of Managers
has also been put into the CIP. This line item may be revisited.

VOTER COMMENTS: none.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: none.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business the Board of Selectmen adjourned their special meeting at
11:28pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Avsann oo pide

Susan Marcinek, Clerk

Att. A: Conservation Commission position paper from Dr. Marjorie Cramer
Att. B: 12/23/11 letter from JMD Development Partners, LLC

Att. C: 1/19/12 BOS Re-appointments

Att. D: 1/19/12 Driveway Bond Releases

Att. E: Town of Newtown Annual Budget, 2012-2013
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Att. A

TOWN OF NEWTOWN
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

CONSERVATION COMMISSION POSITION PAPER ON RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM THE TICK-BORNE DISEASE ACTION COMMITTEE REPORT

The Newtown Conservation Commission (CC) has reviewed the report presented by the
Ad Hoc Newtown Tick Borne Disease Action Committee in October, 2011, and has the
following comments on the recommendations which are relevant to CC activities.

Note: Page numbers reference the Executive Summary of the TBDAC Report.

Hunting on Open Space — page viii

The first recommendation that we wish to comment on is the recommendation
pertaining to hunting on Newtown open space. This recommendation is of great
importance to the CC as we are responsible for care and maintenance of these parcels.
We do not agree that these parcels should be opened to hunting for the following
reasons:

1. Newtown open space parcels are relatively small, the largest ones being around 40
acres with most being much smaller. These parcels are too small to have any significant
effect on deer population. This is because deer spend their life within a home range of
less than a square mile (640 acres), with most of their activity in a core area of 40-60
acres. Thus reducing deer in a 40 acre parcel has little effect on the overall population
in that home range. Plus, when a deer population is lowered there is more feed for the
remaining deer which then have higher reproduction rates and life expectancies.

2. Newtown open space areas would yield approximately 4.7% of all the deer in town if
every deer on every open space parcel were eliminated. It should be pointed out that

Some open space areas are deed-restricted against hunting, so the 4.7% would be even
lower in reality.

3. Opening up open space parcels for hunting precludes use of those areas for passive
recreation during the hunt. There would also be some risk of accidents if not all
residents knew about or respected the hunting activities at these sites.

4. No other town in Fairfield County which has embarked on a deer reduction strategy
through hunting on their open space areas has demonstrated any success at reducing
deer, ticks or tick-borne disease.

Reduction of Invasives — page viii

The second recommendation that falls very much in the scope of the CC’s work is the
one having to do with barberry, an invasive plant. The CC has been very concerned
about invasives and their effect on town as well as private properties. Our concerns
have been from an ecological standpoint, invasives dominating natural species.
However, as the report points out, there is a strong correlation between the presence of
barberry and tick numbers, and that removal of barberry will significantly reduce tick
numbers.




"~ The CC agrees with the recommendation that Newtown support the Invasive Species

Work Group to eliminate and/or reduce barberry from town open space, parks, schools
and private property. A major, coordinated effort will be required to achieve success in
barberry control and we suggest that the Town investigate potential for State funding of
such efforts. We also suggest that the Parks and Recreation Department should be
empowered to administer this effort. Support for this effort should be tangible and
concerted if control of invasive plant species, with the threats they pose to the health of
Newtown'’s citizens, domestic animals, wildlife, and forests, is to be achieved. Town
funding must be made available for this. Townwide education regarding risks posed by
invasive species should be ongoing. Incentives to regional nurseries to avoid sales of
invasive species would also promote this goal, along with regional coordinated lobbying
to ban the sale of invasive species by nurseries.

A number of other recommendations are also being supported by the Conservation
Commission.

Forestry Recommendations — pages vii and viii

1. The CC agrees with the recommendation that Newtown contract an experienced
forester to (a) make assessments and recommendations for all major Town-owned
open space area, (b) develop a forest management plan for selected open space
parcels, and (c) help create metrics to evaluate forest health to assess changes over
time. The CC additionally suggests that the Town allocate funding for the CC to
achieve these goals.

2.The CC agrees with the recommendation that in 2015 Newtown request that the
Connecticut Agricultural Experimental Station re-evaluate the three parcels it evaluated
in 2010.

3. The CC agrees that Newtown should discourage further subdivisions that create more
edge habitat and should encourage use of open space subdivision regulations for
further developments as recently adopted by the Planning and Zoning Commission.
Maintaining larger forest parcels is directly correlated with forest health.

4. The CC believes that overall and multi-faceted forestry management, rather than pure
reliance on deer reduction, will maintain and improve the health of Newtown’s forests.

5. Wood chips are recommended in landscaping because they create an inhospitable
habitat for ticks. Insofar as wood chips are readily available from the Transfer Station,
the CC recommends that the public be made aware of their availability for use by
homeowners to create their own “Tick-Safe Zone”. Wood chips are in plentiful supply at
this time.

Deer-Vehicle Crash Recommendations — page vii

The CC notes that the recommendation that the Town clear foliage from roadsides at
high deer-vehicle crash locations to increase available reaction time for drivers to avoid
deer collisions may have an unforeseen negative impact. Broad-based implementation
of this recommendation creates the potential risk of facilitating invasive species spread,
particularly if soil is disturbed following foliage clearance. The CC recommends that
before any foliage clearance effort is implemented, the potential for increased invasives
be studied, and if implemented, the work be supervised by knowledgeable personnel
aware of these potential detrimental impacts.



A Second Recommendation Not Supported by the CC
Deer Exclosures — p.viii

The CC opposes the recommendation to create deer exclosures because exclosures
exist in neighboring towns, are expensive to build and maintain, and represent an
unlikely scenario (i.e., a 100% deer-free environment in Newtown). Therefore, any data
collected from the exclosure study would be of very limited use and the expense and
effort will detract from other work.

Recommendation Supported by the CC But Rejected by the TBDAC

Owl Boxes - p. xii

The CC believes that research indicates that mice and other rodents can be reduced in
number by encouraging their natural predators, such as owls, to nest. The CC has
developed an owl box pilot program and recommends Town support for efforts to
construct, install and encourage use of owl boxes.

Recommendation Rejected by the TBDAC but Supported by the CC

Nonlethal Deer Strategies to Reduce TBD — p. xii

The CC supports investigation into herd management through fertility control efforts,
such as contraception.

This document was approved by all members of the Conservation Commission, January
2012.
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JMD Development Partners LLC
14 Sweetbriar Lane

Sandy Hook, Ct. 06482
(203)-304-1601 Phone & Fax
(914)-403-6294 Cell
chrisd4@charter.net

December 23, 2011

John Poeitl/Chief Building Official
Town of Newtown

3 Primrose Street

Newtown, Ct. 06470

Dear Mr. Poeltl,

| am writing to apprise you of my recent experience with your Building Department. |
have been in the building business for a long time now and have worked with many
different municipal departments.

Most recently | had the pleasure of dealing with Newtown's Building Department, which
was a first for me even though | have been a resident for 13 years. Typically my
dealings with other building departments are less than pleasant, therefore given my
experience | thought it would be nice to let you know.

Although everyone in the department was very helpful, including yourself, George
French in particular is really why | am writing this letter. Even though he did fail me on
one of my inspections and caused me to perform some additional work, he was
respectful and reasonable.

Additionally | was impressed by his knowledge of the applicable building code which
surprisingly you don't always find in a building inspector. | am sure you already know,
George is asset to the Department as well as to the Town of Newtown and should be
commended.

RECTIVED
DEC 27 2011

WA C e LECTMAN

.. Ce: Selectmarr Liodrar
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